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My name is Byron José Sun, and I have been an educator since 2011.
Education has provided me with the tools to understand my past and
create positive social change in my community.

The structure of my assignments is a combination of my teaching
experience and the never-missing process of trial and error. I wanted to
test my assignments and see how they are helping my students be
successful on the Oregon Smarter Balanced Assessment System (SBAC)
state test.

In 2021 I added SCAB-like questions and multiple choice answers in the
form of a Google Form to see how students would do. Below you will find
those results. 

My goal is to create materials that serve multiple purposes and allow
students to practice skills that they can transfer to other parts of their
lives. 

Sincerely,

I want to use my
creativity to promote a

vision of humanity,
compassion, sacrifice,

and justice.

Introduction
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https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/


Understanding your students' backgrounds can give you
essential insights into how they might perform in your
classroom. But most importantly, it will help you create
assignments focusing on cultural inclusivity, college
readiness, and relevant readings. The survey I gave students
was optional, and 96 out of 100 students completed it.

Student Context 
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43.8% 56.8%

Finished high school19.8%

23%

College experience57.3%

64.6% 48.5%

Where are your parents from?
Regardless of your class demographics, teachers must always provide their
students with different perspectives from the mainstream voices.    

How much education does your mother or guardian have?
Research agrees that a parent's education can determine an adolescent's
academic success in the classroom. As educators, we must not forget every
student's potential and our responsibility to demand academic excellence.    

Do you read for pleasure, and do you see your parents or
guardians reading for pleasure?

If your students are like mine, the majority will only read for fun sometimes.
Finding relevant, culturally inclusive, and engaging readings becomes your
homework. 

1.

2.

3.

From the United States
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Outside the US

Did not finish k8

I sometimes read I sometimes see my 
parents/guardians reading

1.

2.

3.



The Original Renegade is an NYTimes article that will help students understand
the importance of citing their sources. I have developed the structure of this
assignment for the past two years, and it is a work in progress. You can use it as
a template and adapt it to any news article of your choosing. You can go to
www.WeTeachTogether.org for more teaching resources. 

Reading Lesson

Pre-Reading
Part 1: has three different steps

students have to complete. Students
will look at various questions or

quotes; they will look at different
vocabulary and listen to the text's

audio for the big picture. 

While-Reading
Part 2: has two different steps

students have to complete.
'Dissecting with a highlighter' is where

students will highlight and annotate
the text in a focused and engaging

way. 

Post-Reading
Part 3: has two different steps

students have to complete. Summary
and paraphrase-driven questions will
help students develop those skills,
and the performance task will help

develop their writing. 
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https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/13/style/the-original-renegade.html
http://www.weteachtogether.org/


To chunk lessons and ask for processing with several check-ins
is a must for assignments like this because it allows students to
show you what they have written. These moments become
important teaching and revising moments. Click Here for the
example.

Chunking
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1. Brain Brief
A typical class will start
with an opener. I try to have
a different activity each day. 

2. Recall
Students will have two minutes to
recall something specific from the
previous class. I provide a sentence
starter that students have to use. 

3. Check-In 1
With multistep
assignments, chunking &
checking for processing
becomes crucial to do. 

4. Check-In 2
As students present their work, it
allows me to provide them with
feedback, which helps the rest of
the class see if they have to make
corrections.

https://www.canva.com/design/DAEXdOFnis8/_fQYD8AJ6BIT-fgvW6JarQ/view?utm_content=DAEXdOFnis8&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=sharebutton&mode=preview


Performance Task
The performance task breaks down the four
ingredients that a paragraph must have. The

next task is to piece those ingredients together
so that students can see how a paragraph

works and looks. Grading this task becomes
your next task.   

Selected-Response Task
A Google Form becomes the must-go tool for

this part of the assignment. It allows you to
provide instant feedback, a possible discussion
of test-taking strategies, and more insights to

see how students understand the text.
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Having performance and a selected-response task with every assignment like this
one helps students practice critical transferable skills they can use not only on
the SBAC but in future classes. You can go to www.WeTeachTogether.org for
more teaching resources. 

SBAC Tasks

http://www.weteachtogether.org/
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Student Friendly Rubric: I firmly believe that rubrics need to be
student-friendly, especially middle school students. After
chucking and doing check-ins and grading, this assignment
becomes more accessible and faster. Along the way, I have
modeled different students' work and provided constructive
feedback on common mistakes that I see. Allowing time for
students to revise their work then becomes the next crucial
step. The rubric is a starting point, and usually, I change the
students' final grades depending on effort and if they revised
when I gave the time. I only leave short and constructive
feedback on students' work most of the time. It is a lot of
grammar and punctuation suggestions and a vocational
reminder.

Grading the
Performance Task
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The 7th-grade Smarter Balanced Assessment (SBAC)
is aligned with Oregon’s Content Standards. The
assessment sample had 25 questions, and two were
two-part questions. The SBAC has four main
sections, reading, writing, listening, and research &
inquiry. The sample assessment divided the reading
section into two. Section one has a grade-level
narrative text with six questions. Section two has an
informative text of over one thousand words
followed by five questions. 

The reading section Targets are 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8,
9, 10, 11, and 13. The Content Standards used are
7.RI.1, 7.RI.2, 7.RI.4, 7.RI.5, 7.RL.1, 7.RL.2, 7.RL.3,
7.RL.4, 7.RL.5, and 7.RL.6. The possible question
types are multiple-choice, short answer, multi-
select, and hot text (two-part questions).
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Reading
44%Listening

24%

Writing
20%

Research & Inquiry
12%

55%

45%

Narrative Reading 

Informative Reading 

The two different
reading sections
make up 11 out of

25 questions.

SBAC
Reading
Break Down



This section of the SBAC provides
students with an informative text
almost one-thousand words long.
The first question (of six) asks the
students to make an inference. 

SBAC Question:
Inference 
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Question

Answers

Outcome

Which evidence from the text best supports

the inference that Jalaiah was perceived as

a fraud and not the actual creator of the

Renegade?

For the answers, I made some modifications.

Instead of providing a simple sentence, I

provided students with four possible direct

quotes, and they had to choose one.

Out of the 100 students who completed this

question, only 30 could choose the correct

direct quote to help them support the

inference from the question. 

Which evidence from the text best
supports the inference that ___.
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SBAC question template:

SBAC answer template:

The ___ was noted as  ___.
Written accounts about the ___ were  ___. The
phrase indicates ___.  
The phrase emphasizes ___. 



The second question (of six) asks the
students to choose the central idea
from four different direct quotes. 

SBAC Question:
Central Idea 
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Question

Answers

Outcome

Which sentence from the text best

summarizes the central idea?

I created one answer that is one hundred

percent right. One solution that is about

eighty percent right. One is less than half

right, and the last one is entirely wrong. 

Out of the 100 students who completed this

question, only 38 could choose the correct

direct quote summarizing the text's central

idea. 

Which sentence from the text best
summarizes the central idea?
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SBAC question template:

SBAC answer template:

You must provide the students with four direct
quotes to choose from. 



The third question (of six) asks the
students to decode the meaning of a
word from just the context. 

SBAC Question:
Context Meaning
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Question

Answers

Outcome

Read the sentences from the text. 

“They take from Dubsmash, and they run off

with the sauce.” 

What does the phrase “run off with the

sauce” most likely mean?

I gave students four different options to

choose from, and they had to choose the one

that was the most likely to be correct.  

Out of the 100 students who completed this

question, only 62 could choose the correct

direct quote summarizing the text's central

idea. 

Read the sentences from the text.
“Quote text from passage here.”
What does the phrase “___” most likely
mean? 
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SBAC question template:

SBAC answer template:

You must provide the students with four
possible meanings.
The phrase “___” most likely means ___.



PART A: The fourth question (of six) is
a two-part question on making
connections.

SBAC Question:
Making Connections

13

Question

Answers

Outcome

This question has two parts. First, complete

part A. Click on the statement that best

provides a conclusion that can be drawn

about the details presented in the text about

how to solve the problem of plagiarism.

On the SBAC, this question is more general,

so I decided to narrow it down by focusing on

the question. In this case, it was how to solve

the problem of plagiarism.   

Out of the 100 students who completed this

question, only 57 could choose the correct

direct quote summarizing the text's central

idea. 

This question has two parts. First, complete part
A. Then, complete part B.
Part A
Which statement best provides a conclusion
that can be drawn about the evidence presented
in the text.
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SBAC question template:

SBAC answer template:

Start with: The author used details to show 
A. the popularity of ___.
B. the importance of ___.
C. just how influential ___ is today.
D. that well-known stories originated from ___.



PART B: The fifth question (of six)
asks the students to provide support
for their answer in part A.

SBAC Question:
Making Connections
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Question

Answers

Outcome

After completing part A above, complete

part B. Click on the sentence that best

supports your answer in part A.

On the SBAC, this is a click the correct

answer released question format where

students have to click one sentence/section

out of a paragraph. So I had to modify it to fit

the limitations of a Google Form.

Out of the 100 students who completed this

question, only 55 could choose the correct

direct quote summarizing the text's central

idea. 

Part  B
Click on the sentence that best provides
support for your answer in part A.
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SBAC question template:

SBAC answer template:

You must provide students with four different
quotes from the text.



The last question asks the students
to add detail by looking at a specific
quote and determining how it adds to
the text's central idea.

SBAC Question:
Add a Detail
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Question

Answers

Outcome

How does the section "'I was happy when I

saw my dance all over, she said. 'But I

wanted credit for it'" add to the text's central

idea?

I created one answer that is one hundred

percent right. One solution that is about eighty

percent right. One is less than half right, and

the last one is entirely wrong. 

Out of the 100 students who completed this

question, only 31 could choose the correct

direct quote summarizing the text's central

idea. 

How does the section “___” add to the
central idea of the text?
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SBAC question template:

SBAC answer template:

A. It describes the ___.
B. It establishes ___.
C. It chronicles ___.
D. It highlights advancements ___.



After this process, I have learned that I can tweak and
modify my assignments to help students with the SBAC
better.  

We must monitor students' progress to see how they are
doing with the skill we want and need them to know.

Adapting and growing is a skills we try to teach our
students. What we need to know is that every student will
learn skills differently. Because of this, we must change our
assignments to fit our current students. 

1. Make Modifications

2. Students Progress

3. Changing Faces

Next Steps

Where do you go from here? 

The work of the teacher is never over.
When we think we have created
pedagogical materials, we find that they
can become even better.  
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